
Institute for Gravitation—which, however, was more an outpost of the former West Germany than a con-
tinuation of research in the East.

Even among physicists Treder is not a household name, at least outside of the former East Germany,
though of course he was known by many in the relativity community. Apart from the general isolation of
East Germany, the fact that much of his work was highly mathematical and concerned with the founda-
tions of physics contributed to his lack of wider fame. The book is a good introduction to his life and work,
and it is well produced, with very few typos or other glitches (though the fact that all the text is in sans serif
type is not easy on the eyes); I learned much from it and I’m sure that others will as well.

Phillip Helbig

Phillip Helbig was a student of the late gravitational-lensing pioneer Sjur Refsdal at the University of Ham-
burg, where he completed his master’s thesis at the Hamburg Observatory. He has also worked at Jodrell
Bank and the Kapteyn Institute in Groningen.

Michael Kaasch; Joachim Kaasch; Torsten K. D. Himmel (Editors). Biologie in der
DDR: Beiträge zur 24. Jahrestagung der DGGTB in Greifswald 2015. (Verhandlungen
zur Geschichte und Theorie der Biologie, 20.) 368 pp., tables, figs., index. Berlin: VWB—
Verlag für Wissenschaft und Bildung, 2018. €36 (paper); ISBN 9783861354413.

This book is a collection of contributions to the twenty-fourth annual meeting of the German Society for
the History and Theory of Biology. While some of the essays discuss biology per se in the GDR, most are
concerned with the politics of science or the influence of key individuals. Eleven articles discuss biology
in the GDR in some form; seven shorter ones discuss other topics presented at the meeting. Three obit-
uaries are included, and the book concludes with an index of persons. While some aspects parallel those
in other Communist bloc countries, the GDR was unique in that it had, in the FRG, a counterpart with a
common language and history; some of the contributions address this point explicitly.

Between 1945 and 1955, about a hundred students and employees of the universities of Halle, Leipzig,
Rostock, and Jena were arrested and sentenced, and about 20 percent of those were executed. Though some
former members of the Nazi Party remained in academia, these purges dramatically changed the relative
strengths of the various biological disciplines and refocused their research. Botanists, who had generally
been less politically active than other biologists during the Nazi period, thrived in the GDR. Other factors
also contributed to the flourishing of botany at this time. State planning, especially the focus of planners on
“practical” pursuits and the fact that some botanical ideas were thought to be relatively more compatible
with dialectical materialism, contributed to the success of botany in the GDR. Botanists were also careful
about the topics they taught and researched.

The political and intellectual shifts also ushered in new publishing opportunities. Gustav Fischer, a
firm that had not published Nazi books, quickly became a major publisher for biology—not just for au-
thors from East Germany, but also some from the West. Not all West German biologists embraced them,
however. Some refused to publish with Fischer because of disagreements over issues such as the change
from “v.Chr.” (B.C.) to “v.d.Zw.” (B.C.E.) or over the work of Trofim Lysenko.

Travel restrictions were a major feature of scientific work in the period and naturally shaped biological re-
search too. While the restrictions on travel to non-Communist countries generally retarded scientific work,
some scientists didmanage to obtain such permission. Even then, however, the destination country sometimes
did not allow them entry. The case of a marine biology station established in Naples way back in 1872 by Felix
AntonDohrn and later headed by his son Reinhard and grandson Peter, for instance, demonstrates the ways in
which travel restrictions impeded research. In 1957 Italy refused visas to a group of students led by Manfred
Gresch who wished to travel to the station. Such episodes interrupted longer traditions of scientific work.
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Until the building of the Berlin Wall, however, many East German scientists were able to capitalize on a
bureaucratic loophole by obtaining West German passports and then traveling using those.

Among the topics touched on in Biologie in der DDR are old and new loyalties, cooperation and compe-
tition, the path of reform between modernization and conformity, generational shifts, and international net-
works. The fate of Lysenkoism among East German scientists is also discussed within this broad framework.

The end of the GDR and the reunification of Germany also impacted the careers and research of bi-
ologists. The volume discusses, for instance, the career of Heinrich Däthe, a well-loved East Berlin zoo
director who was one of the first to create a modern zoo (e.g., open landscapes rather than cages), as well
as being an internationally respected and productive biologist. Däthe lived happily under communism,
but with reunification he was forced into retirement and died soon after.

I am not a biologist, and though I have a broad interest in science and its history and have lived in
(West) Germany since 1983, the contents of this book (only some of which I have mentioned) were al-
most entirely new to me. Despite what one might expect from a volume of conference proceedings, the
book is enjoyable to read, helped along by the fact that there are almost no typos or other technical
problems or mistakes and few examples of bad style. Readers with an interest in the topic or personal con-
nections to those whose stories are told here will probably enjoy it even more. It is now some thirty years
since the reunification of Germany; it is good that (at least some aspects of ) biology in the GDR have
been documented while many who lived there and then are still alive.

Phillip Helbig

Phillip Helbig was a student of the late gravitational-lensing pioneer Sjur Refsdal at the University of Ham-
burg, where he completed his master’s thesis at the Hamburg Observatory. He has also worked at Jodrell
Bank and the Kapteyn Institute in Groningen.

Andra B. Chastain; Timothy Lorek (Editors). Itineraries of Expertise: Science, Technology,
and the Environment in Latin America’s Long Cold War. (Intersections: Environment,
Science, Technology.) 366 pp., figs., index. Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press,
2020. $40 (paper); ISBN 9780822945963. E-book available.

Andra B. Chastain and Timothy Lorek’s border-crossing volume is the first collection to bring the history
of science and technology into conversation with environmental history and Latin American history. It
represents an important step toward integrating the history of Latin American science and the environ-
ment into the broader historiography of the cultural Cold War. At the same time, in the present era of all-
out assault on the authority of experts, this volume provides timely analysis of the broader historical phe-
nomenon of “the politicization of expertise” (pp. 5–6, 220).

Emerging out of a 2016 Yale conference on “Traveling Technocrats: Experts and Expertise in Latin
America’s Long Cold War,” Itineraries of Expertise is a cohesive and thought-provoking volume. Although
the majority of the contributors are based in U.S. institutions, the authorship is significantly international
and the volume as a whole is rooted in Latin American sources and historiographies. Gilbert Joseph’s over-
view (Ch. 1) is particularly helpful in positioning the volume within the trajectory of broader scholarship
on the Latin American Cold War. In the chapters that follow, the editors have wisely focused on a few key
sites, sacrificing comprehensive coverage to enable stronger resonance across chapters. The disciplinary
scope of the case studies is likewise narrower than the title suggests—with nine chapters emphasizing his-
tories of agriculture, rural development, and infrastructure projects, while two explore conservation and
environmental science. Yet, again, this is a strength, as it functions to center the volume on applied and
“everyday forms of expertise” (p. 13), rather than privileging academic science. The editors’ introduction
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